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secretly reconciling all dissensions which arose in the court or city: of
many whereof authentic monuments are still preserved, in which the
patience of this great man, his penetration and judgment, and the equity
of his decisions, are equally admired. He found time for everything,
because the saints, who in temporal concerns forget themselves, find more
leisure than other men for the service of their neighbours.

The Empress Jane, daughter of Albert of Bavaria, Earl of Hainault

and Holland, was a most virtuous and accomplished princess.    Touched

by the divine unction of the holy preacher, she chose him for the director

of her conscience.   The emperor loved her with the most violent passion:

but as he was capricious and changeable, he often abandoned himself to

fits of jealousy which, joined to the natural fierceness and brutish fury of

his temper, gave the princess much to suffer.    As the world is saved by

the sufferings of a God, so it is by afflictions that all the saints are crowned.

To make the empress one by the crucifixion of her heart to whatever might

divide it from God, the Lord employed the persecution of her husband,

which was sometimes cruel to the utmost excess.    But he gave her a

comforter and guide in our saint, by whose counsels she squared her life.

What fruit did not she reap by this means in a few years!    Supported by

a man whose zeal prepared him to martyrdom, she learned to suffer her

afflictions with joy.    Not only this princess, but all the virtuous persons

of the court, sought to have the saint for their director, and he seemed

to possess the talent of making saints upon the throne and in the court,

and men happy upon the cross.   He also took upon him the direction of

the nuns of the Castle of Prague, whom he conducted in the exercises

of a spiritual life in such a manner that this house became a model of

perfection to all others.   The empress, though always a person of virtue,

became much more devout after she began to follow his advice.    She

became altogether religious and was not afraid to appear such.    The

churches were the ordinary places in which she was to be found:   she

spent in them whole days on her knees, and in a recollection which was

the admiration of everyone.   Her prayers were only interrupted by offices

of chanty to the poor (whom she served with her own hands), or by a

short time for meals and relaxation, which she passed in conversing with

her ladies on eternity and spiritual matters, on which she spoke with an

ardour which bespoke her own fervour.    This fire she nourished in her

heart by the frequent use of the sacraments and the practice of perpetual

mortification.    Such was her holy fear of God that the very shadow of

the least sin made her tremble;  and upon the fear of the least failing or

imperfection she hastened to expiate it in the sacred tribunal of penance,

from which she never came but with a heart broken with sorrow and

her eyes bathed in tears.

As a corrupted heart turns everything into poison, Weneesks grew